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At the onset I disagree with a point of the framework from which the opinion is presented.  Specifically, “Recognition that children and youth are FULLY formed people, not people in waiting.”  I believe that children and youth are not fully developed both physically and mentally, as the frontal lobe associated with executive (higher level) function does not fully develop and continues to grow till approximately 25 years of age. At which time they are better able to make complex decisions.  Also, that Children are an “Equity seeking group” akin to other Equity deserving groups- racialized people, indigenous people, women, queer folk.
References are made to the UN Convention of Rights of Children, which are much like all Human Rights.  Adults have the role of “DUTY BEARERS” which entails:
-Recognize, support and advance children’s rights, including through education about child rights and preserving a child’s future options
-Support and develop a child’s capacity and ability for independent decision making
-Ensure each child has access to meaningfully participate in decisions that affect them on a micro and macro level
-Uphold professional duties with equal rigour as you would when engaging an adult (including confidentiality, due process, competency) 
See Article 5 of the UNCRC (One key addition is Article 5, where it points out that “families have responsibility to assist in the exercise of rights, recognizing evolving capacity of children”)
Observations:
· “It is not only an option for the court to treat the child’s views as an increasingly determinative factor as his or her maturity increases, it is, by definition, in a child’s best interests to respect and promote his or her autonomy to the extent that his or her maturity dictates.”
· The power of the custodial parent is not a "right" with independent value granted by courts for the benefit of the parent. Rather, the child has a right to a parent who will look after his or her best interests and the custodial parent a duty to ensure, protect and promote the child's best interests.
· The Shifting Policy Landscape in Schools- Manitoba, Nova Scotia, Newfoundland and Labrador, PEI, North West Territories: Province wide policy, guideline, or suggested practice to use chosen name or pronoun, protecting confidentiality
· School/Board Records and the Right to Privacy- Provincial and municipal freedom of information legislation governs privacy of school and school board records
· There may be different kinds of records, managed in different ways
· Report cards, psychological records, medical records, work with a school social worker, letters from physicians, information related to YCJA involvement 
· Where young people are consenting to medical treatment, information shared ought to be based on their consent. Note children consent to medical treatment on their own behalf in all provinces and territories. While some provinces have a “stipulated age of consent”, children below this age can rebut this presumption based on their capacity.  (Note: there are specific complications in Québec) 
· Note: No YCJA identifying can ever be stored in student file (s. 125 (6), 129 of the Youth Criminal Justice Act)
Questions for Discussion-
Do schools require parental consent to use a “nickname” in classroom i.e. Kal for Khalid or middle name instead of first name?
Do schools notify parent when a young person appears to have a girlfriend/boyfriend who is a fellow student? 
Do schools notify a parent when a child expresses frustration with parents? 
Do schools notify a parent when they make a report further to their statutory duty to report?
Do schools notify a parent if a child changes their clothes when they arrive at school to dress less conservatively (i.e. student changes to jean shorts)? How does this relate to a child’s gender expression? 
Do schools notify a parent if a child dresses contrary to a parents religious/cultural beliefs (i.e. student removes a kippah)?
What happens if preferred pronouns are being used between students but student does not ask the teacher, what is the schools obligation?  

