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Precious cargo back on the road

Drivers reminded to follow posted speed limits in school zones as classes begin

With Manitoba students
settling back into their
school routines, the RCMP
and Manitoba Public Insur-
ance (MPI) are sending a
reminder to all drivers to
stay vigilant in watching for
children and driving with
caution.

As of Sept. 1, school-
zone restrictions in Manito-
ba have taken effect. RCMP
ask all drivers to slow down
in these areas and remain
alert when approaching
school zones.

Along with reduced
speeds, parents and motor-
ists need to remember that
children are sometimes un-
predictable. Drivers are re-
minded to use extra precau-
tions in and around schools
including waiting for chil-
dren to cross intersections
and roadways completely
before proceeding.

Whether it’s pedestrian
traffic or parents dropping
off their children, school
zones can be very busy.
Slowing down can make
everyone safer.

“Parents and guardians
across Manitoba have re-
ported seeing unsafe driv-
ing behaviours in school
zones, including double
parking, speeding and stop-
ping in moving traffic. Not
only are these behaviours
dangerous, they also could
come with stiff penalties,”
says Ewald Friesen, Man-
ager, Government and
Community Relations for
CAA Manitoba.

The province introduced
legislation in 2013 to give
local authorities the power
to create reduced speed zones
for schools. As a result, many
municipalities throughout
Manitoba have taken the

MPI ACCREDITED

AUTOBODY / GLASS

waynejohnstonauto.com

Phone 204.853.2038
autobody@mymts.net

838 Dugald Road, Dugald, MB * Fax 204.853.7319

Direct Repair o

Paintless Dent Repair ®

Free Courtesy Cars ®

Glass Installation

Free Stone Chip Repair e
Frame Repairs & Body Integrities ®
4-Wheel Alignments o

Ford Aluminum Repair ®
Husqvarna Sales & Service o
Full Mechanical Services o
Secure Outdoor Storage o

A

Pig Roast
Dinner

e 'j‘"

h-imuL 5

silent
auction
50/50

opportunity to reduce speed
limits in these areas.

Drivers throughout the
North Eastman area are
reminded to reduce their
speeds to 30 km/hr while
in designated areas.

MPI advised that over
the last five years, more
than 5,000 provincial of-
fence notices for various
infractions, ranging from
speeding to use of a hand-
held electronic devices
while driving, failure to
stop at pedestrian cross-
walks and other traffic
control devices, have been
issued to drivers.

The return of students
also brings the return of
the School Safety Patrol
Program. First introduced
in 1936, the program now
has over 300 Manitoba
schools, nearly 100 of those
being rural schools. Ap-
proximately 12,000 young
patrollers participate each
year, committing to at least
200 hours per school term.
That includes spending up
to an hour on duty every
school day, helping students
travel to and from school in
all kinds of weather.

The program instils re-
sponsibility, introduced
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volunteerism and leader-
ship, and is one of the most
valuable tools on our streets
to help kids get to school
safely every day.

Drivers are also remind-
ed to stop at least five metres
behind a school bus when
its lights are flashing. If the
roadway is not divided by
a median, vehicles in both
directions must stop until the
‘stop sign’ is closed.

Buses in school zones
and surrounding areas are
common this time of year,
and some drivers will be
tempted to pass a stopped
school bus when the vehi-

cle’s arm is activated and
lights are flashing.

“Passing a school bus
is not only illegal, but it
also puts young lives at risk
and is grounds for potential
conviction of the driver,”
says Friesen. “If convicted,
adriver can face a hefty fine
of $674 and two demerit
points.”

Parents are encouraged
to drop their children off
in designated areas, away
from traffic and to remind
their children about road
safety rules including
crossing only at designated
crossing or intersections.

File photo

Drivers are reminded to use extra precautions in and
around schools as students head back to class.

Sunday, September 15, 2024
$25 per person
Children 6 to 10 $12.50
5 and under free
Garson Community Centre
Doors open at 4:30 pm
Dinner served around 5:30 pm
Tickets available at:
Garson Store, Garson Post Office.
Tyndall Power Products
and Church Members

Only 200 tickets available
For more info call 204-298-0559
268-4904 / 266-0194 or 204-268-1265
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Tickets $25.00 / person*  5.30pm Cockiails
EVERYONE WELCOME 6:00pm Supper

CUT OFF DATE FOR TICKETS: SEPTEMBER 10, 2024

* Complimentary tickets are reserved for Veterans,
Canadian Armed Forces members & RCMP members.
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